EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, 
for the Year 1856-7. 



TO 

HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK EARL OF CARLISLE, 
LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL 
AND GENERAL-GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, &c. &c. Sec. 

W E \. the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, 1 ’ constituted and appointed 
by an Act of Parliament, made in the 53d year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, do, in obedience thereto, respectfully submit to 
your Excellency a General Report of the Proceedings of the Board since their 
last Report. 

And first we beg to state, that the respective School-houses and premises, in 
cases where the Commissioners have funds under their control applicable thereto; 
have been by such expenditure, as from time to time became necessary, kept by us 
m a substantial and satisfactory state of repair, and that, with the exception of 
the painting and cleansing usually required during the vacations, we do not at 
present anticipate any very considerable outlay on those houses. We should also 
state, that the School-houses are kept by us regularly insured against fire. The 
house at Banagher, however, forms an exception to the other Royal School- 
houses ; it is at present held under lease by this Board at a rent very far beyond 
its value, and although several attempts at a more equitable arrangement as to 
rent have been made, none has os yet been successful. There is, however, a 
strong probability of an early termination of the lease, when some steps may be 
adopted which will lead to a more satisfactory result. 

The condition of the various Diocesan School-houses, so frequently adverted to 
in former Reports from this Board, is, we feel obliged to state, becoming daily 
more unsatisfactory, in consequence of want of funds for their support and repair . 
and we beg respectfully to call your Excellency's attention to the fact, that 
unless some arrangement be made by which such funds can be procured, the 
Diocesan SchooLhouses, with one or two exceptions, will speedily become totally 
dilapidated and useless. 

The periodical Returns furnished to us by the Masters of the respective Schools 
show that a more general and extended course of instruction has been adopted by 
many of them. And we beg to report to your Excellency, that in the course pre- 
scribed by us to be read by Candidates for Royal Scholarships (which are 
attainable solely as the results of Competitive Examinations, and can only be 
retained by continuous merit and success during the entire of the undergraduate 
course in College), we have made such alterations as to the mode of examina- 
tion, and also by the introduction of a critical examination in the works of some 
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of the best English authors, as well as in the French language, as will, we believe, 
be attended with future benefit. The late Report of the Examiners of the Can- 
didates for these Scholarships, which forms a very important element in guiding 
us to the selection of the successful Candidates, stated, that the answering of 
some was deserving of “ special commendation,” and that the result of the exami- 
nation in French, then for the first time introduced, had been satisfactory. 



And we beg to submit to your Excellency a list of the names of the Scholars, 
and the amounts payable to them respectively : 



On the Armagh Royal School Foundation — 

S. Anderson - 

W. C. Eades - 

T. B. Tracey - 

W. P. Robinson - 
J. Boxwell - 

W. H. Rice - - - 

T. J. Jones - 

W. M ‘Kean - 



£.35 per annum. 
25 
50 
20 
50 
30 
20 
20 



On the Dungannon Royal School Foundation — 



W. E. Foy - 
J. W. Chambers - 
J. Rowley - 
C. Twigg - - - 

J. Cluff - 


. . . 


- £.50 per annum. 
50 
50 
50 
50 


On the Enniskillen Royal School Foundation — 




J. W. Quintin 
T. W. Carson 
F. F. Flynn 

R. Irvine - 
J. Read - 

S. Armstrong 

T. Allingham 

H.L. Smith - 

D. E. C. Dickson 


. . . 


- £. 50 per annum. 

50 

- 50 „ 

50 

- 30 „ 

50 

- 50 „ 

- 30 „ 

- 20 „ 


Foundation Scholars — . 






W. Quintin 
T. Bradford 
J. J. Beatty 
D. Murphy 


- - - 


- £. 20 per annum. 
20 
20 
20 



As regards the various Royal and other Endowed Schools connected with this 
Board, no very material alteration has been reported to us in the numbers of 
pupils in any of the Schools, with the exception of the Royal School of Raphoe, 
which, from having been for a long series of years almost wholly unattended, has 
now, notwithstanding its very remote locality, attained, under the charge of its 
present master, such a degree of popularity, that, notwithstanding the expenditure 
of all the means available for that purpose by this Board, and of a very large per- 
sonal outlay by the master on the buildings, he has been compelled to decline 
receiving several pupils. 



Beyond the subjects already herein set forth, we do not feel that any par- 
ticular circumstances call for notice to your Excellency. 

And 
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And we beg to state, that our Secretary has notified to us that he has prepared 
and furnished from time to time to the Royal Commission on Endowed Schools 
all such Schedules, Tables, Reports, Copies of Documents, and other information, 
as has been required of him ; and has also given his personal attendance before 
the Commissioners on several occasions, independently of the examinations in 
their public Courts. 



All which we respectfully submit to your Excellency as our Report. 



(signed) MAZIERE BRADY, C. (l.s.) 

F. BLACKBURN E. (l.s.) 

ROBERT SHAW. (l.s.) 

ACHESON LYLE. (l.s. - ) 

RICHARD MACDONNELL. (l.s.) 
J. G. PORTER. (l.s.) 



Clare-street, \ Wm. Cotter Kyle, ll.d., m.r.i.a., 

28 April 1857- J Secretary. 
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ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissioners of 
Education in Ireland, for the Year 1856-7. 



( Presented to Parliament by Her Modesty's Command.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
23 July 1857. 
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Under loz. 
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